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Let's Investigate! 



Jeans and Genes. 
Two words that sound exactly alike, 
but are not the same at all. One is 
something you see people dressed in, 
the other we have inside every part of 
us. Discover the difference and why 
genes make us who we are! 



You wear THESE 
out to play... 



THESE are inside of 
you all day. 



Your older brother 
or sister gives you 
THESE when they 
are outgrown... 



Your parents 
give THESE to you 

before you are born. 



You could buy 
THESE in a store... 



THESE you could find 
under a microscope. 



THESE come in many 
shapes, colors, and 
sizes... 



THESE are the 
way that WE are 

designed. 



More about genes 

and you... 

 

 



Genes are in every cell of our body. They 

contain DNA and are stored on 

chromosomes.  Lots of big words,  but it 

really means that your genes decide what 

color hair and eyes you will have, along with 

lots of other things about you. Your genes 

decide how tall you will be or whether you 

might need glasses or braces.  All of these 

genes are passed down from your biological 

parents before you are born (and from their 

grandparents and parents before them!). 

You are an incredible combination of all of 

the genes in your family . 



Typically, a person has 23 pairs of 

chromosomes, so 46 chromosomes in 

total.  Sometimes, though, a person has 

more or fewer chromosomes. 



Have you ever heard of Down syndrome 

or Trisomy 21? A person born with 

Down syndrome has an extra copy of 

one of those chromosomes, so instead 

of two copies of the 21st chromosome, 

they have three! This third copy can 

impact  the way a person develops, so 

sometimes it may take a person with 

Down syndrome a little longer to reach 

a goal like walking or talking.



People with Down syndrome live in every 

community, go to school and work, play 

sports, and hang out with friends. Just 

like YOU!



Down Syndrome Diagnosis Network (DSDN) 

celebrates #jeans4genes to support Down syndrome 

 awareness and advocacy . 

The mission of DSDN is to inform, connect, and support all 

families with a new child with Down syndrome.  We work to 

ensure that each parent receives current, accurate 

information about Down syndrome when they are given a 

new diagnosis. 

Read more about our work, #jeans4genes and how we 

support families, local organizations, and medical 

professionals here: 

http://www.dsdiagnosisnetwork.org 


